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CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 2138 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR EFIS PINT GT BH OAS 

SUBJECT: BELIZEAN PLANS TO ENFORCE FISHING LAWS 
REF: BELIZE 210, GUATEMALA 2117 

1. UPON RECEIPT REFTEL WE CONSIDERED POSSIBILITY OF INFORMING 
FONMIN ARENALES OF BELIZEAN INTENTIONS ON AN INFORMAL LOW-KEY 
BASIS. WE HAVE DECIDED AGAINST IT BECAUSE AT THIS JUNCTURE 
DOING SO IS MORE LIKELY TO CAUSE GUATEMALA TO SEND PATROL BOATS 
TO BACK UP ITS FISHERMEN THAN TO ASK THE FISHERMEN TO STAY AWAY. 

IF GUATEMALAN BOATS ARE SEIZED, THERE IS SOME CHANCE THAT GOG 
WOULD TRY TO KEEP ISSUE OUT OF PRESS AND SIMPLY BAIL FISHERMEN 
OUT AS IT HAS IN THE PAST RATHER THAN REACT STRONGLY. FACT THAT 
FISHERMEN WERE CAUGHT MIGHT THEN INDUCE OTHERS TO LAY LOW 
WITHOUT BEING ASKED TO DO SO BY GOG. 

2. GUATEMALA REACTION TO BELIZEAN SEIZURES IS ALMOST SURE 
TO BE THAT THIS IS A DELIBERATE PROVOCATION COMING RIGHT AT 
START OF OASGA. ACTION AND STATMENTS OF CARIBBEAN COMMONWEALTH 
NATIONS RE BELIZE QUESTION IN GENERAL AT OASGA COULD WELL 
INFLUENCE GUATEMALAN REACTION TO POSSIBLE SEIZURES. 
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